
Follow God’s Star and Dream God’s Dream

Next Sunday we celebrate the feast of the Epiphany, the manifestation of God’s glory to the
entire world. Just as Luke’s story of the shepherds is the revelation of the Good News to the
poor, so is Matthew’s account of the visit of the Magi the revelation of the Good News to the
whole world. These wisdom seekers, the Magi, journey from afar in search of knowledge
and ultimately in search of the Divine. By following God’s star, they daringly step out beyond
the limits of their own religion and culture to discover the perfect manifestation of God’s
power incarnated in a vulnerable, beautiful child wrapped in swaddling clothes and cuddled
in a manger.

What these wise men discovered in Bethlehem was so life changing that they re-configured
their return trip as the Lord had instructed them through a dream. They also decided to have
nothing further to do with Herod. As the story tells us, “they returned home by a different
route.” All this they did because they followed God’s star and they listened to God’s Word to
them through their dream.

As we begin 2022 at Holy Name, I see these two powerful Gospel metaphors as a
challenge to our community. We are called to dream God’s dreams and we are called to
follow God's star where it leads us as well as to allow God’s holy starlight to shine forth from
deep within our hearts.

My dream is that the Holy Name of Jesus Parish Community will continue to grow as a Star
of the Archdiocese of New Orleans. Also, I dream that our lovely little elementary school will
also continue to grow and prosper, and thus it, too, will always be a shining star, illuminating
and inspiring the educational community of New Orleans.

Let us begin our New Year by dreaming big dreams. Let us pray for the holy desires and the
purity of intention to make those dreams serve the greater glory of God and the well being
of our worshiping community so that each of us will be a guiding star for those around us.
Let us ask God to give us the perseverance to be faithful to our holy dreams, and to make
any course corrections necessary to protect life and to guarantee our future.

Let us kneel before our King in humility and offer Him the gifts we have to offer, whatever
those might be. And as the bread and wine are transformed at the Eucharist into Christ’s
Body and Blood, so may we be transformed into the new glorified and revitalized Body of
Christ for the world.

Happy New Year and Blessings on everyone at Holy Name!

Fr. Edwin L. Gros, S.J.


